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Knowledge base 

scale and 
impacts of 
trade in wild 
species 
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Wild 
ingredients: 
A Hidden 
harvest

Wild at Home report (2018)
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Wild plant 
Ingredients:
Unknown Threats, 
increasing demand

26,000
Medicinal and aromatic 
plant species with a well-
documented use

81%
conservation status 
unknown

IUCN SSC MPSG, 2020
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10% threatened with extinction

WildCheck report, 2022  
https://www.fao.org/3/cb9267en/cb9267en.pdf

https://www.fao.org/3/cb9267en/cb9267en.pdf
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Supply 
chains 
complexity 
Parallel value chains of wild plants 
for local consumption and trade, 
national and international trade 
Adapted from Booker, Johnston and 
Heinrich 2012
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Enabling & Constraining Conditions for Sustainable Use

IPBES Sustainable 
Use of Wild Species 
Assessment Report, 
2022
https://ipbes.net/su
stainable-use-
assessment

https://ipbes.net/sustainable-use-assessment
https://ipbes.net/sustainable-use-assessment
https://ipbes.net/sustainable-use-assessment
https://ipbes.net/sustainable-use-assessment
https://ipbes.net/sustainable-use-assessment
https://ipbes.net/sustainable-use-assessment
https://ipbes.net/sustainable-use-assessment
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From TRAFFIC and 
partners

Facing the 
challenge:
Accessible 
resources

supported by

www.wildcheck.info

http://www.wildcheck.info/
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Breaking down the 
challenge:
The Wild Dozen 
risk and 
opportunities 
profiles 

Schindler et al., 2022
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Wild Dozen:
The results

INGREDIENT NAME INDUSTRIES BIOLOGICAL RISK SOCIAL RISK

Frankincense Beauty, medicine, 

aromatherapy, religion

Medium High

African cherry Medicine Medium High

Shea butter Beauty, food (chocolate) Medium High

Jatamansi Medicine, aromatherapy, 

beauty

High Medium

Gum arabic/

Acacia gum

Food & beverage, medicine Medium High

Goldenseal Medicine High Low

Candelilla wax Cosmetics, food, medicine, 

industrial

Medium High

Argan oil Beauty, medicine, food Medium High

Baobab Food & beverage, beauty Medium High

Brazil nut Food, cosmetics Medium High

Liquorice Tobacco, medicine, food & 

beverage, beauty

Low Medium

Juniper Food & beverage, beauty, 

medicine, religion

Medium Medium

Ingredients important in 
trade that act as flagships 
of the opportunities and 
challenges of wild-sourcing

supported by
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Wild plant resources 
from Nepal Himalayas

Piloting and 
scaling-up 

Resource inventory of medicinal plants, Bajhang, Nepal  / Credit: ANSAB 
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Priorities around trade and use 
of wild species 

Biodiversity, 
traditional 
knowledge, 
health and well-
being

• Sustainable use and trade in wild species provides an important 
contribution to conservation of species and ecosystems, and multiple 
socio-economic co-benefits, often including to poor, marginalised
communities (comprehensive OneHealth approach) 

• A range of regulatory and non-regulatory measures (e.g. standards) can 
support implementation at local, national and global levels: key to use best 
practices for safeguarding the resources 

• Replicating the pilot models may lead to an overall positive impact on 
conservation and long-term availability of plant resources and associated 
habitats and the improvement or stabilisation of income from trade.

• Important to integrate/consider benefits and costs of wildlife use and 
trade along the value chains: for people living with wildlife, for other 'users’ 

• WHO members could be utilising the WHO/IUCN/WWF/(TRAFFIC) 
Guidelines on Conservation of Medicinal Plants 

• Traditional medicine sectoral national initiatives (such as the development 
of the Risk assessment guidelines for the traditional Chinese medicine 
sector by CATCM) should be encouraged, shared and replicated 

• In the development of community market-access and capacity-building 
projects, ensure the presence of a strong local implementing agency and 
the buy-in of commercial partners before the project begins.

• The policy advances and implementation can help countries in their 
delivery of commitments under CITES, CBD, SDGs

• Activities to develop an intra-agency coordination mechanism for the 
sustainable and legal sourcing and trade in wild species is needed to 
ensure that policies are well-designed and effectively implemented.
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Thank you!
Please stay in touch  

Anastasiya.Timoshyna@traffic.org

TRAFFIC: wildlife trade specialists

mailto:Anastasiya.Timoshyna@traffic.org
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